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Man seeks the instrument of " language " in various
contexts and for various purposes.
Firstly, man needs a medium of intercourse for everyday
life. He needs a "language" that is simple, natural and
direct. It is a language which is colloquial, plain-spoken and
effective. One needs a language which is simple and natural
to talk to one's kith and kin at home, to visitors, and to
servants.
Secondly, there are times when man has a strong desire
for self-expression through the medium of " language." He
is moved profoundly by something or other and wishes to
express his thoughts and feelings, and needs language which
strikes a deeper chord. Man does not live by bread alone,
nor does he talk in the market-place all the time. He has a
heart that beats in response to the movements of life around
him, and he needs an instrument to keep a record of these
heart-throbs, at least for his own edification, if not for that of
others. A work-a-day language is here unsuitable. There
are heights which it cannot scale and depths that it cannot
fathom. A more potent and fascinating instrument is needed
to achieve this task.
Thirdly, man, civilized man, seeks in " language " a
master-key to knowledge,* Thousands of years have elapsed
since man emerged from the forest and started on the
long pilgrimage of culture. He has met with partial successes
and also repeated set-backs on the journey. He has sought a
clue to the mysterious workings of Nature, he has again and
again sought to invade the Invisible, he has evolved the
various sciences; and, labouring to recapitulate his life on this
planet, he has written out the scroll of human history in
innumerable volumes. Today the knowledge he has received
is a huge mass, and it never decreases in size. There are
thousands of Workers in the different parts of the civilize^